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to his family, to George Sand and to Solange) to
prove that Sand had been both hasty and clumsy
in drawing conclusions.    Particularly charming
is the note which Chopin sent to Solange at the
time of her marriage :" I have already asked your
mother, a few days ago, to convey to you my
sincerest wishes for your future ; and now I can-
not refrain from telling you of all the pleasure
that I have derived from your delightful little
letter, from which you appear to me to be so
happy.    You are at the summit of joy and I
hope you will always remain there.   With all my
soul I desire your unchanging prosperity."   The
hope was vain.   Soon after the marriage a ter-
rible discord was struck, and it was not Chopin
but George Sand herself who was chiefly involved.
It is not necessary here to analyse every motive
and emotion which contributed to this conflict*
It  can  be  summarised  thus :  with  Maurice's
approval,   Augustine   became   engaged   to   his
friend,   Theodore  Rousseau;    Solange,   hating
Augustine and embittered against Maurice, in-
formed Rousseau of the intimacy which she had
suspected between the two ; the engagement was
suddenly broken off; George Sand was deeply
hurt   by   her   daughter's   insinuations;    when
Solange and her husband returned to Nohant
there was a violent scene between the Glesingers
on the one side and George and her son on the
other;   Clesinger  raised  a  hammer  to   strike
Maurice, George, throwing herself between them,
received a blow on the chest,  and Maurice,